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La ter, the writer "took refuge" in another small hotel, the "Shepherd", 
places which were frequented by d iplomats from the nearby Iraq 
Embassy. From the restaurant of thc ground noor of the Shepherd, 
the journalist contemplated the comings and goings of those who 
were looking to obtain visas to get in to the country o f Sadamm Hussein, 
which in the case of female journalists has sexist connotations. 
The writer observes the countries of the Near a nd Middle East as "a 
world full o f frontiers, more often than not uncrossable ". That is why, 
and even in the event ofwar, there were very few correspondcnts from 
Arab newspapers and only a dozen Iranis. Not because their press is 
weak, economically speaking, but because to trave! from one country 
to another is difficult. In spite of this physical proximity to the Arab 
diplomats, Alcoverro ("That's the way it goes") was one of those who 
· .didn't manage to get to Baghdad. 
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The author arrives in Cairo when there are two days left unti! the 
"deadline" declared by thc United Nations Security Council, after 
which time force would be used against Iraq if it did not abandon 
Kuwait. 
He follows the developmcnt of the war from diffcrent botels in cities 
o f the Middle East, among these, the Hotel Al Rasheed, on e o f the few 
official buildings in Baghdad which survived the bombs of the allies. 
The night of the first bombing, the author realizes that fast action 
must be taken a nd asks himself the question, "is it necessary to venture 
to the battlefront?" His response is immediate: ''No. We must only 
worry about sitting in the chair which is closest to the television 
set, to CNN". 
In this war of images, the trenches were in luxury hotels which were 
conditioned so that the intrepid journalists would have everything 
they needed during the most critica! moments of combat, which one 
could witness without havint to fear dying in combat. 
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